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 a new home for st. callistus parish
Christ Cathedral campus became home to members of Garden Grove’s former St. Callistus 
Parish in July 2013, with parishioners moving to their new location. The parish serves nearly 
10,000 members who speak English, Spanish, Tagalog and Vietnamese, among other languages. 
“This will be a place of welcome for people of all faiths or no faith,” said Father Christopher 
Smith, the cathedral’s episcopal vicar and rector, during the welcoming ceremony. “We want it to 
be a shining example of what it means to do outreach to the poor or the marginalized.”

As the new center of the diocese, Christ Cathedral “will honor the human person,”  Father 
Christopher said. “We will support the arts, music, dance, painting. We will make it a wonderful 
home.”

The parish journey, from one end of Lewis Street to the other – a few blocks – “can be considered 
among the other great journeys in the history of salvation,” Bishop Kevin W. Vann said, including 
the journey of Moses and his people from slavery to the Promised Land, and the journey of 
Joseph and Mary from their home to Bethlehem, where Jesus was born. “In staying on the 
journey and not looking back, the Kingdom of God will be found.”

Meanwhile, worshipers from the former Crystal Cathedral – whose church is now known as 
Shepherd’s Grove – have moved to the rented former St. Callistus site.

...and a new school
In fall 2013, students from the former St. Callistus School enrolled in the new Christ Cathedral 
Academy, with classes for preschoolers through eighth grade. Classes are held in the Diocese of 
Orange Pastoral Center and Christ Cathedral Academy building, designed for school and office 
purposes by architect Gin Wong and built in 1990. 

In addition to a new location and a school name, students have new uniforms and a new school 
logo – and the way they are learning is new as well. Beginning with the fifth grade, students sit 
in groups so they can easily collaborate  and work on projects that align with their interests. 
Teachers are encouraged to seek out the best resources for their students, including textbooks, 
technology, and in-person learning. The new learning system is designed to encourage deeper 
critical thinking and develop a deeper level of knowledge in the students. 

The new Christ Cathedral Academy features a full-size gymnasium on the lowest level of the 
building, as well as a dance studio with mirrored walls and movable barriers. A music room 
includes speakers in the ceiling. There are real lab tables in the science lab. 

Much is different, but the heart of St. Callistus School continues to beat at Christ Cathedral 
Academy.
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